
MINUTES OF MEETING OF JULY 30, 2019 

 

 The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Southwest Tennessee Electric  

Membership Corporation was held in the office of the Cooperative in Brownsville, 

Tennessee, on Tuesday, July 30, 2019, at 9:00 A.M.  

 All the Directors were present. Also present was Kevin Murphy, Mike Russell, 

Billy Gordon, Amy Tipton, Michelle Killen, Bubba Pennel, Cindy Mathis, and Pat Mann.  

 Robert Kendrick, Chairman, presided over the meeting.  

 Michelle Killen kept the minutes of the meeting.  

 Mike Russell informed the Board of a correction made to the TN Valley Lineman 

Rodeo results. Due to an error made by the TN Valley Lineman Rodeo, Ricky 

Hutcherson did not win first place Overall Apprentice as previously announced. The 

error was not discovered until 10 days after the event and the awards banquet. The 

previous results were based on an old calculation method and the same method was 

used for calculating all the other events. However, this calculation was changed for the 

Overall Apprentice some years ago to lessen the impact of performing well on the exam 

and to encourage continued focus on the field events. STEMC wrote a letter of concern 

to the TN Valley Lineman Committee who reviewed the findings, met, and voted again 

on how to correct the issue. With that said, the decision was to give the award based on 

the new calculation method despite the time lapse since the awards banquet. The 

Committee did acknowledge Ricky’s stellar performance in the fact he only moved from 

first place to fifth place out of 100 Apprentices even with the new calculation method.         

  Amy Tipton, along with Bubba Pennel and Cindy Mathis, presented the 2019-

2020 insurance options. The Board was presented with two options, a renewal or an 

alternate option, both with BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee. The renewal was that 

the plan would stay the same with a 1.3% decrease in premiums and the alternate 



option has a decrease of the Deductible and Maximum Out of Pocket of $500 for 

individuals, and $1000 for families, with a 2.6% increase in premiums. Upon motion of 

Tim Hanks, and seconded by Allen King, the Board chose the alternate option with 

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee; which was also the choice of the Insurance 

Committee. 

 Next Billy Gordon spoke to the Board about visiting Stuart C. Irby for a week and 

working with their designers on the engineering parameters for Broadband. Billy gave 

the board a timeline and a layout of the Project Expenses minus the Labor. The goal is 

to start Phase 1 Construction January 2020. Stuart C. Irby is requesting a 52-million-

dollar Purchase Order to use as leverage with material suppliers. The money will only 

be given to Irby by Board approved payments. Upon motion by Audrey Blue, and 

seconded by Allan Ferguson, the Board approved the 52-million-dollar Purchase Order 

for Irby. 

 Kevin Murphy next asked the Board to complete a resolution for Kevin to be the 

Certifier for RUS, and Scott Sims to be the Administrator, for a Smart Grid Imitative 

loan. RUS only has 2% interest rates at this time. Upon motion by Jackie Butler, and 

seconded by Marilyn Means the Board agreed to sign the resolution for RUS.     

 The Board next discussed the Consent Agenda and upon motion of Hugh 

Harvey, seconded by Allen King, the June minutes were approved; the August write-offs 

in the amount of $7,264.12 were approved, and the vendor payment list and the 

comparative statement were reviewed and discussed. The President reported a positive 

margin of $326,124.39.   

 The President next discussed current events: at the CRC Board Meeting in New 

York, 3 new members were elected and Kevin was elected Treasurer; Arvin-Sango in 

Henderson is adding on a 48,000 square foot expansion, starting in October 2019, that 



will result in 100-150 new jobs; Project Elevate was discussed; he attended a 

Broadband Regulatory Discussion at the TECA office with TVA about loosening their 

regulation on Broadband funding; Liberty Mutual is handling a lawsuit from a member 

claiming our Brighton Substation caused erosion problems on his property; there was a 

delay with the printer in finishing and mailing out the ballots, the last 5000 ballots went 

out on July, 19, 2019; STEMC Annual Meeting is Friday, August 9, 2019; and STEMC 

meet with Service Electric, a sister company of Quantra, and signed a contract for them 

to inspect our 86,000 poles over the next 10 years 

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was duly 

and regularly adjourned.  
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