
MINUTES OF MEETING OF FEBRUARY 25, 2020 

 The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Southwest Tennessee Electric  

Membership Corporation was held in the office of the Cooperative in Brownsville, 

Tennessee, on Tuesday, February 25, 2020, at 9:00 A.M.  

 All the Directors were present except Hugh Harvey. Also present were Kevin 

Murphy, Mike Russell, Billy Gordon, Michelle Killen, and Pat Mann.  

 Robert Kendrick, Chairman, presided over the meeting.  

 Michelle Killen kept the minutes of the meeting.  

 First, the Board discussed the Board Strategic Planning Meeting that took place on 

February 20, 2020. 

 Next, the President discussed the Board’s ACRE membership renewals for 2020. 

 The President reviewed the Credentials and Election Committee and discussed the 

nominations of the directors. 

 Next, Mike Russell presented a new DOT regulation and proposed an update to the 

Drug Testing Policy, upon motion of Audrey Blue, seconded by Marilyn Means, this new 

procedure was accepted.  

 Mike then discussed the TECA Legislative Rally that he attended on behalf of 

Southwest TN EMC.  

 Next, the President discussed the NRECA Legislative Conference in Washington, 

D.C. and ask if any directors would be attending.   

 Billy Gordon updated the Board on the progress of the Broadband Project.  He gave 

an update on the materials, contractors, pole attachments, grants, job interviews for the 

Director of Fiber Operations, Aeneas and upcoming dates and meetings.  

  

 



 The Board next discussed the Consent Agenda and upon motion of David McDaniel, 

seconded by Tim Hanks, the January minutes were approved; the March write-offs in the 

amount of $5,234.24 were approved, and the vendor payment list and the comparative 

statement were reviewed and discussed. The President reported a positive margin of 

$281,092.68.  

 The President next discussed current events: the NRECA NET Conference; 

meetings with CoBank on the agenda for the Strategic Planning Meeting; he worked with 

committee on interviews for the Director of Fiber Operations position; he attended employee 

safety meetings; and a meeting with Chris Mitchell to work on future rate designs.  

 Marilyn Means then talked to the Board about starting each meeting with the Pledge 

of Allegiance and a prayer; the other Board members agreed with this.  

 David McDaniel then proposed to begin the Board meetings at 8:00 A.M. instead of 

the current time of 9:00 A.M.  Allen King motioned to leave the time at 9:00 A.M., and Allan 

Ferguson seconded this motion.  Upon voting this motion failed by a vote of five to four, 

with one director absent.  

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was duly 

and regularly adjourned.  
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