
MINUTES OF MEETING OF AUGUST 25, 2020 

 

 The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Southwest Tennessee Electric  

Membership Corporation was held in the office of the Cooperative in Brownsville, Tennessee, 

on Tuesday, August 25, 2020, at 8:30 A.M.  

 All the Directors were present. Also present were Kevin Murphy, Billy Gordon, Amy 

Tipton, Michelle Killen, and Pat Mann. 

 Robert Kendrick, Chairman, presided over the meeting.  

 Michelle Killen kept the minutes of the meeting.  

 Marilyn Means led the room in prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 First the Board elected officers for the coming year.  After a count of the ballots, the 

Executive Committee was re-elected; Robert Kendrick, Chairman, Allan Ferguson, Vice-

Chairman, and Audrey Blue, Secretary-Treasurer. 

 Next, Amy Tipton spoke to the Board about insurance renewal.  The Board was 

presented with an option that included a decrease in insurance premiums and co-pays for the 

year.  The premiums are decreasing less than a dollar per pay period and the copays are 

decreasing from $30 to $25 for a regular doctor and $50 to $25 for specialty doctors.  Upon 

motion of Allen King, and seconded by David Kinney, the Board accepted this option for the 

insurance renewal.   

 Billy Gordon updated the Board on Broadband.  He discussed the construction crews, 

home installations, and the equipment purchase of a bucket truck.  He discussed grants; 

Southwest was awarded $6.3M in grant money from the Tennessee Emergency Broadband 

Fund.  Also, Southwest now has 152-miles of constructed fiber.    

  

 



 The Board next discussed the Consent Agenda and upon motion of Allen King, 

seconded by Audrey Blue, the July minutes were approved; the September write-offs in the 

amount of $2,804.05 were approved, and the vendor payment list and the comparative 

statement were reviewed and discussed. The President reported a negative margin of 

$73,741.48. 

 The President next discussed current events: he listened in on a TVA All-Member 

meeting with TVA’s CEO and several topics were covered; he discussed the Board Member 

Election results; he attended two conferences virtually; right of way clearance updates and 

how it has improved outages; and pole inspections and how that process is going with 

inspections and pole change outs.  

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was duly and 

regularly adjourned.  

 

 

       ________________________________  
                 Secretary-Treasurer  
 
APPROVED:  
 
 
 
 
______________________________________  

       Chairman  


